Causes of Women getting the Vote
	Introduction
	You need to introduce all the factors which caused the reforms and how they affect each other. 

	Historiography
	You need to show that this is a live issue still under discussion among historians. Some think it was War work while others think the political situation was different and other think the Suffrage movements were central. Try to find some quotes.

	War Work
	Shows their economic value and results in a fundamental change in attitudes towards women and their role. This opened the eyes of men to their capabilities and revealed them as citizens in every sense. However it was only seen as temporary.
It gave women financial independence and improved their own self respect (See Robert Roberts quote)

The war had opened the ’Pandora’s box’ of letting women realise that they were in so many ways as rational as men and could function in the public sphere. Once they had found this out, they were unlikely to ‘unlearn’ it after the war finished. 

Counter Argument about the importance of War Work.

The women who were given the vote were “respectable” ladies, 30 or over, who were property owners or married to property owners rather than the younger women who did most of the war work.

	Government & 

Politics
	A softer attitude existed as the war made it easier for Asquith to retreat from his entrenched position without loss of face as he was not now giving in to violence, but to a rational group of people helping the nation in an emergency.

There was a general change in relationship to people by the government. If you could be called up to serve then you should be part of the decision making process as a right rather than a privilege.
Need for overall reform as politicians grew anxious to enfranchise more men, many of whom had lost their residency qualification for the right to vote as a result of moving home for war service. 
After 1916 there was a new Prime Minister who was more supportive and brought into the cabinet supporters of votes for women such as Balfour, Bonar Law, Arthur Henderson and Lord Robert Cecil.

It was also a Coalition Government which removed the fear of any party advantage

The Speakers Conference was universally supported as a neutral mechanism to discuss the whole issue of voting reform.

	Suffrage 

Movements
	They all supported the Government as the NUWSS almost immediately abandoned its political campaigning. The WSPU started a pro-war propaganda campaign to encourage men to join the forces and for women to ‘have the right to serve’.

They had shown what women wanted and it can be argued that the work done by the suffrage movement before the war was important as it showed the reward that women expected after the war was over.

	Fear of return

to violence
	War weariness and Suffragettes led to a worry that after the war the riots would all start again.
Constance Rover “it was obvious that the campaign would recommence once the war was over if nothing was done to enfranchise women. It would have been extremely embarrassing and probably unpopular to imprison women who had played such an important part in the war effort. 

	Example of 

other countries
	There would be political embarrassment in Britain (the mother of parliaments) if she had lagged behind granting votes for women.

We were trying to persuade USA to join the War to defend democracy. Can this be true if 50% of the population cannot vote while they helping the war effort.

New Zealand, Australia, Finland, Denmark and Norway had already been enfranchised.  Canada granted voted for women in 1917 as had 4 American States and had not collapsed. 

	World War One

A watershed
	Idea of old world & new meant that everything could now be negotiated.

The war created a watershed where people felt that nothing would ever be the same again and women voting did not seem such an alien idea.

	Mood after the

War
	War Weariness meant that people were worried about social disorder and upheaval after the Russian Revolution of 1917 and wanted to ensure that women would be unlikely to restart a campaign for suffrage after the war was over. 

The War put the issue in perspective. Before the war the vote was seen a major issue between women who were disenfranchised and an all male government and electorate, but after the death of 750,000 men possibly it did not seem so important to a war weary nation. So many of the women protesters (such as Vera Brittain) had lost people they loved.

	Conclusion
	You need to mention all the problems and decide which you think is the most important.
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