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Early Policy

Up to 1920 the U.S.A. accepted immigrants from all over Europe. The idea was that they would become
American and forget their previous country. Thus the U.S.A. would become a melting pot of different
Nationalities. By 1900 its population had risen from 2 Million to 100 Million mainly due to immigration.
People considered the U.S.A. a land of opportunity where they could fulfill their American Dream. They
were accepted because much work was needed in the cities and there was free land in the west. However
The ruling caste was still the White Anglo Saxon Protestants and they had a strict ordering of the races;
W.A.S.P, new immigrants, Catholics and Jews, Mexicans, Orientals and finally Blacks.

Changing attitudes to immigration.

In the 1920’s the attitude changed from open door, welcoming people, to a more restrictive policy.
There were 6 reasons for this.

To an extent it was a continuation from previous policy.

The 1917 Immigration Act introduced a Literacy test to limit non-English speakers from entry.

World War 1 suggested that the melting pot did not work. Many German immigrants remained

sympathetic to Germany even though the U.S.A. was at war with her. .

4. Fear of Communism. The Russian revolution of 1917 made Americans scared of the importing of such
ideas with the influx of eastern European immigrants.

5. Fear of losing jobs. Depression in the cities meant that there was no expansion therefore no new jobs
were available. Also all the U.S.A. had been discovered so there was no free land available to settle.

6. Racism and prejudice. Immigration was all right as long as they were W.A.S.P.

P2 B e

Black People in the U.S.A. at the start of the 20™ century.

Up to 1865 all blacks in the U.S.A. were either slaves or former slaves. Slavery was abolished in
1865 but this did not greatly help the blacks. The Southern States passed Jim Crow laws to limit their rights
and discriminate against them. These laws segregated blacks and whites and kept them apart. As the whites
controlled the system the blacks got the worst facilities, justified under these State Laws. Federal law was
superior and had the right to intervene but in practice the states got away with their own laws.

Black people and the right to vote.

From 1867 black people had the right to vote. Whites limited this to stop them overturning the Jim Crow
laws. They could not directly stop blacks voting so they set up a series of qualifications to register to vote
such as literacy tests, which could be arranged.

Separate but Equal.
In 1896 the Supreme Court passed a judgement which stated that Separate but Equal

development was acceptable. In the Southern States the races were kept apart but little effort went into
creating equal facilities.
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The Jim Crow laws were a legal basis for enforcing segregation but the back up was illegal and
just as effective. Any Black who argued for their rights might be burned out, tortured or lynched by the Ku
Klux Klan. This worked because the whites controlled the police and justice system and were able, as mobs,
to attack individual, isolated blacks, Jews or dissident whites who disagreed with them. The K. K.K. was an
extreme W.A.S.P. white supremacist organization which would attack anyone they considered to be un
American. By 1924 they claimed to have 5 million members and could control the South by bribery,
blackmail and threats.

The move North. Black migration from the South

Many Blacks fled from this oppression to the North. In 1910 10% of Blacks lived in the North;
by 1940 it was 22%. The reasons for this were the farming system in the South, sharecropping, which kept
the farmers poor and pushed them out. Fear of the K.K.K. was another push factor. The new factory jobs in
the North and West were pull factors to make Blacks wish to move. Although there was no systemized
segregation in the North there was still racial prejudice. Blacks still got the worst jobs and lowest pay and
competition with whites for work and homes could often lead to riots.

Civil Rights Movement

The Civil Rights movement had existed in the 1930’s but really took off in the 1950’s. There
were various reasons for this. Blacks had fought in three foreign wars (World War 1, World War 2 and the
Korean War). They had seen different cultures in France in W.W.1 and especially Britain in W.W.2 where
society did not work through segregation. They had been treated as heroes and saviours of democracy yet
when they returned to the Southern States of the U.S.A. they again became segregated second-class citizens.
In W.W.1 there were no black officers but they had started to break through by W.W.2. They were taught to
use their organizing ability for the armed forces and were also able to see how large-scale units were
organized. When the war ended they did not forget this training and were able to apply it to civil rights. The
anger and determination of such people brought through some highly educated leaders such as Martin
Luther King (King did not have a military background) who was to dominate the movement through the
50’s to the late 60’s.

Non Violent Protest 3

The standard form of protest by Martin Luther King’s non-violent movement went through 4 stages.
This model sometimes differed in detail but in essence was as follows.

Stage 1. Find a State law (Jim Crow) that was different to Federal law and challenge the legality of the law.
Stage 2. Physically challenge it in a non-violent way to highlight the difference.
Stage 3. This generally provoked violence from the white southern population which attracted publicity.
Stage 4. When this publicity reached the North the outcry forced the Government to enforce its own Federal
Law.
Education

In 1954 such a challenge arose. The case of Brown v Topeka School Board was supported by the
National Association for the Advancement of Coloured People right through to the Supreme court. They
judged that there was no place for segregation in the U.S. education system. (Stage 1)
By December 1956 no black child was being educated in a de-segregated school. In 1957 Elizabeth Eckford
walked towards Central High School in Little Rock Arkansas (Stage 2) and was met a mob (Stage 3). The
publicity this generated caused the Government to send in 1000 troops to ensure her right to de-segregated




[image: image4.jpg]education. In 1962 James Meredith wished to attend Mississippi Law School. Stage 1 was not necessary as
Brown v Topeka already covered it. Meredith went to school and was blocked by a mob (Stages 2 and 3). In
the fighting that followed 2 journalists were killed and this fuelled the publicity. The Government sent in
16000 troops for a year to ensure Meredith’s right to his education (Stage 4).

Montgomery Bus Boycott

This event altered the system slightly but the stages can still be seen. Instead of a enforcing
peacefully their rights the Black people used their economic muscle to highlight the illegal practice of
segregation on the busses by withdrawing their custom.

Stage 1 and 2 Rosa Parks challenged the policy of segregation on the busses by refusing to give up her seat

Stage 3 Black people boycott the busses for 385 days.

Stage 4 The bus companies are put in the position of backing segregation and going bankrupt or ending
Segregation and getting their black customers back.

Martin Luther King

Martin Luther King was born in 1929 and became a minister in 1954 in Montgomery, Alabama. He
oelieved in the use of moral force and pacifism as the tools to achieve civil rights in the south. He first came
to prominence during the bus boycott and his inspirational speeches gave heart to civil rights activists during
this difficult time.

Federal v State Law

Federal law was the supreme law in the U.S. It outranked States law but was frequently not enforced
when the two laws differed. A good example of this occurred in 1957.A civil rights Act was passed which
created a Federal Agency to punish whites who tried to block black people from claiming their rights but in
practice the Southern legislators were able to sidestep the law and to ignore it.

Non-Violent Protest in Action
Sit-ins

On 1* February 1960 four black students sat down at the counter of a whites only restaurant.

When asked to leave they refused and next day returned with 80 supporters to highlight the segregation
(Stage 2). This stopped trade in the restaurant and engendered violence (Stage 3) and each night in the north
T.V. viewers could see the peaceful protesters being beaten up and arrested. “Fill the Jails” became the cry
and the legal system could not cope with the scale of protest.

This type of action became common in any area where services were offered. Theatres, Swimming pools
as well as restaurants were targeted. The non-violent protest along with the publicity triumphed and by 1960
70,000 protesters had taken part and 100 segregated lunch counters had disappeared in the South.

Freedom Riders

Another test of Federal law against State law was the non-violent protest of the Freedom Riders.
Under the control of the Congress of Racial Equality they boarded busses in the North and at each stop used
the segregated wash rooms to highlight the problem (Stage 2). The first bus was firebombed and the second
attacked by the K. K.K. The publicity this caused shocked the North (Stage 3) and in 1961 the U.S
government ordered the end of segregation in airports, rail and bus stations.
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Birmingham was the most segregated town in the U.S. Martin Luther King decided that a publicized
march through it would gain the sympathy and support of the U.S. public. Governor George Wallace and
Police chief “Bull” Connor, both known racists, controlled the city. 30,000 people took part in the peaceful
protest (Stage 2). Bull Connor used police dogs, water cannons and electric cattle prods to break up the
march (Stage 3). The resultant violence was broadcast over the U.S. and the public was disgusted at what
they saw. President Kennedy was forced into the position of seeing Governor Wallace ignoring Federal law
in preference of State law. Kennedy rose to the challenge and ordered an end to segregation.

The March on Washington

This occurred in August 1963and about ¥ Million people converged on the Lincoln Memorial to hear a
series of speeches concerning Civil Rights. This was one of the biggest demonstrations in American history.
The highlight was the great speech by Martin Luther King “ I have a dream” which was covered by all three
national T.V. stations and world wide. Its dignity and passion moved the American public and did much to
promote the cause of civil rights.

Kennedy and the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

John F. Kennedy got much of the credit for the 1964 Civil Right Act although most of the spade work in
getting the Act through was done by his Vice President Lyndon Johnson. Some people thought that
Kennedy set up the Act because it was the right thing to do while others thought he did it to help himself
politically. The Act stated that no discrimination was to be allowed in public places, no segregation in
schools, hospitals, museums or libraries and no discrimination to be allowed in employment. Thus
institutionalized racism was ruled to be illegal but more personal racism was more difficult to deal with.
Low wages and poverty, police brutality and personal violence were still evident in the South. President
Kennedy never saw the Act passed as he was assassinated in Dallas, Texas in November 1963.

Selma, Alabama and the right to Vote

In 1964 Martin Luther King was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his Civil Rights work. He used his
new found prestige to fight against the voting rights procedures in the South. Literacy tests meant that a
single wrongly spelt word could bar a black person from having the right to vote. King realized that to
protect the civil rights already won it would be necessary for black people to be a part of the democratic
process. He picked Selma, Alabama as the scene of the next civil rights demonstration because only 325 out
of 15,000 blacks had the right to vote in the city. The standard procedure followed. A peaceful march met
by violence (Stage 2). Publicity showing the white population as mindless, violent and bigoted (Stage 3) and
finally pressure on the government caused them to pass an Act (The Voting Rights Bill). By 1968 the
average percentage of black voters in the South had risen from 16% in 1964 to 58%. The Voting Rights Act
marked the end of the Civil Rights campaign in the South. The focus now moved North with a new type of
protest.

Non Violence to Violence The Northern experience

By 1965 50% of black people in the U.S.A. lived in the North. There was less institutionalized racism in
the North and no segregation. However the blacks here suffered from different problems. Between 1950 and
1960 3.5 Million whites had moved out from the older city centre’s to the more affluent suburbs. 4 Million
black people moved in. This caused overcrowding and as these people had less well paid jobs the council
got less tax. This led to the area becoming run down and in time they became slums which were mainly
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there was no target, such as segregation to focus this anger on. The causes were seen to be impersonal
economic forces which they could not attack. The frustration built up and was released in attacks on the
police. They were the only white people they saw regularly and came to be seen as representing white
power over the black communities. The Watts area of Los Angeles was such an area. In August 1965 a riot
blew up over the arrest of a black drunk driver. 6 days later 34 people were dead and 4 thousand had been
arrested. In 1966 43 such riots occurred. The non-violent Civil Rights leaders condemned the violence but
the young Blacks had had enough and grew apart from the Civil rights movement.

Malcolm X A comparison with Martin Luther King

Malcolm X was born as Malcolm Little. He renounced his slave name and used an X to signify his lost
African name. His central idea was complete separation from the whites He wanted black people to have
complete control over their lives with no contact with whites. He felt that non-violence did not really gain
respect and stated that if he were attacked he would fight back. He totally rejected the W.A.S.P. ideas and
even changed his religion to Muslim to show his contempt. At this time he was Muslim just so he was not
seen as Christian but on a visit to Mecca he softened his views and began to realize that good people could
live together. When he returned to the U.S.A. this was not appreciated by some of his more extreme
iollowers. In 1965 he was gunned down by some of the Nation Of Islam, although he was meant to be
guarded by the CIA and FBL

Malcolm X Martin Luther King
Complete separation Integration
Fight back if attacked Moral force will triumph, never fight
Turns to Islam Remains Christian
Angry at past history Prepared to forgive past history -
Threats lose public sympathy Dignity gains public sympathy. .
Black Power

By the mid 1960’s many formerly peaceful organizations changed their style. The S.N.C.C. was taken over
by Stokely Carmichael who advocated Black Power. C.O.R.E. followed and white supporters of civil rights
were expelled. The movement had altered to the idea of separate Black States which would be gained by the
use of guns if necessary. Instead of integration they wanted Apartheid. This movement reached a world
wide audience when two Athletes won gold and silver at the Olympic games in 1968. They refused to
acknowledge the U.S. flag and gave the Black power salute instead.

The Death of Martin Luther King

By 1968 Martin Luther King,s great days were gone. However he never changed his views and
continued to fight for poor black people rights. He became more critical of the government who were
spending vast sums on the Vietnam War and ignoring the poverty in America. In 1968 he planned a visit to
Memphis to help black rubbish collectors. On 3™ April he made a speech which seemed to prophesy his
death, sadly correctly. On 4th April he was shot dead by a racist called James Earl Ray on the balcony of his
hotel room. White violence still attacked black non-violence. When news of this broke violence ensued over
all the U.S. and it took 70,000 troops to regain control.




