Causes of Increase in Democracy Marking Feedback Sheet
	Introduction
	Note all the issues below in the order given.

	Historiography
	Try to find a quote to show that this is still a live issue argued over by Historians

	 Urbanisation
	Demographic change, population distribution. Suffered greatly in city slums and factory work. Led to the decline in power of landed aristocracy. Increasing influence of those who had made money from the factories in town’s and big cities.
Factory owners argue that they were new wealth creators, they should have a say in how this wealth was spent. Resulted in the passing of the 1832 and 1867 Reform Act

	Industrial 

Revolution Social and economic change
	Industrial revolution changed where people lived, how they worked, and how they felt about their position in society. 

Middle classes – wealth creators – argued they should have more of a say in running the country. 

Development of basic education and cheap popular newspapers raised working class political awareness. 

Spread of railways helped create national political identity. People were more aware of issues. 

Less fear of revolutionary “mob” – the skilled working class was more educated and respectable, as is shown in support for North in American Civil War by elements of artisan class argument for extending the vote in 1867. 

The skilled working class was vital to the economic success of Britain. 

Increasing urbanisation led to pressure for redistribution of parliamentary seats – 1867, 1885, 1918. 

Impact of the Great War on the key issue of votes for women; realisation of the economic role of women in wartime was a factor in passing the 1918 Act – fears of a revival of militant women’s campaign. 

	Changing 

attitudes to 

Working Class
	Industrial working class consciousness. Bad living conditions. New political ideas spreading due to railways and national newspapers. No control over their ideas. Organise to get better conditions. Put pressure on parliament. Vital part of British society couldn’t be ignored. By 1860s skilled working class were vital to the success of Britain. As long as they were respectable, financially independent and no threat to the system they were safer inside the system rather than outside criticising.

	Fear of 

Revolution
	Many politicians favoured limited political reforms rather than risk a revolution. If more people were not enfranchised and given a political voice then they would have possibly embraced more revolutionary ideas. Therefore, a reason for the growth of democracy was to appease the threat of revolution from the working classes. Rise of Socialism


	Changing 

Political 

Attitudes
	Political reform was no longer seen as a threat of struggles for liberty in Europe and USA. Britain usually supportive of this so it was difficult to argue against democratic progress at home. 

American Civil War – influence of Lincoln‟s Gettysburg Address. 

Role of leaders like Gladstone of the Liberal Party in passing reforms, esp.1880-85 government. 

Development of political beliefs that argued for intervention such as Socialism: Labour argued for universal suffrage. 

Women accepted into local government and school board elections. 

Role of World War One in speeding up processes that were already occurring. Example of Asquith‟s change of opinion towards women and the vote. 

	Political 

Advantage
	1867 Reform Act was passed by the Conservatives after being in opposition for many years – arguably trying to win votes: 'dish the Whigs'. 

Liberal John Bright argued for secret ballot, to free working class electorate from fear of retaliation by bosses and landlords. 

Corrupt and Illegal Practices Act –a pragmatic move by the Liberals. By limiting amount spent on elections, they might reduce advantages held by the wealthier Conservatives. 

Reforms of 1880s –served as a distraction from foreign policy problems facing the Liberal government 
Redistribution of Seats Act – Liberals hoped for political advantage from urban voters now being more fairly represented. 

	Pressure 

Groups
	Reform Union and National Reform League: riot in Hyde Park made up of successful working class men same interests as the existing Parliament. wished to maintain Britain’s position as the Workshop of the World. respectable, independent, single issue.

Suffragists Middle class women Not financially independent  seen as respectable and no threat to the system ignored. New historical research has suggested that they may have had more influence than was previously thought
Suffragettes took over from Suffragists impossible to ignore.  Despite this, of civil disobedience and violence. not respectable so  not successful.
Trade Unions Model Trade Unions more like Trade Guilds exclusiveness seen as responsible representatives of the more successful working class
Later Trade Unions unskilled working class such as   Dockers and Match Girls. Not seen as respectable as socialist. Seen as a threat to the system.
Dangers of withholding the franchise from working classes – alarm at Hyde Park riots of July 1866. Less evidence of popular pressure in 1884 Reform Act. 


	Example of other countries
	Britain considered herself to be the cradle of modern democracy. Other nations had extended the franchise and Britain could not be seen to be falling behind. 

Influence of the United States of America spreading Liberal ideas: anti-slavery sympathy in Britain where Radicals supported the North. 



	World War 

One
	Only applies to 1918 Act. Residential clause blocks many soldiers from voting so change needed. Conscription changes relationship between rulers and people. If they are forced to fight they should have a say in government. Lloyd George more sympathetic to change.  Women’s war work and fear of return to violence.

	Conclusion
	List each of the issues and decide which is the most important.
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